Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.6.
In the title compound, C 4 H 12 N + ÁC 9 H 3 Cl 4 O 4 À , the benzene ring forms dihedral angles of 62.4 (2) and 64.0 (3)
, respectively, with the essentially planar methoxycarbonyl and carboxylate groups. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds connect anions and cations, forming one-dimensional chains along [010] .
Related literature
For background information, see: Ungwitayatorn et al. (2001) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In this paper, the structure of the title compound (I) is reported. The asymmetric unit contains one tert-butylammonium cation and one 2-(methoxycarbonyl)-3,4,5,6-tetrachlorobenzene-1-carboxylate anion (Fig. 1) . The bond lengths in (I) are normal (Allen et al., 1987) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds connect anions and cations to form one-dimensional chains along [O10] .
A mixture of tetrachlorophthalic anhydride (2.86 g, 0.01 mol) and methanol (20 ml) was refluxed for 0.5 h and then tertbutylamine (0.73 g, 0.01 mol) was added and the mixture stirred for 4 h at room temperature. After filtration, the filtrate was kept at room temperature for 5 d. Natural evaporation gave colourless single crystals of the title compound, suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
H atoms were initially located from difference maps and then refined in a riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.96 Å, N-H = 0.89 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (N, C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), drawn with 30% probability ellipsoids. 
